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1
AUTOMATIC PACKING APPARATUS AND
AUTOMATIC PACKING METHOD USING
THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority under 35 U.S.C. §119
to Korean Patent Application No. 2010-0097063, filed on
Oct. 5, 2010 in the Korean Intellectual Property Office
(KIPO), the entire contents of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Example embodiments relate to an automatic packing
apparatus which automatically packs products in boxes and
an automatic packing method using the same.

2. Description

In general, after various products are manufactured, the
products are packed in boxes in order to prevent the products
from being damaged and to ship/handle the products.

The packing boxes are made of a material, such as thick
corrugated cardboard, so as to protect the products from
external impact. The manufactured packing boxes are stored
in an unassembled state in which the boxes are unfolded in a
flat shape so as to reduce a space occupied thereby before
being used to pack the products. Then, when the packing
boxes are used to pack the products, the packing boxes are
assembled (folded) to pack the products.

A worker folds a packing box into an original shape, and
then covers a product with the packing box, thereby packing
the product in the packing box. Here, the product is covered
with the box downwardly from above. Packing of a large-
sized home appliance product, such as a refrigerator, a TV or
an air conditioner, in such a box requires at least two workers.

As described above, workers manually pack products in
boxes and thus packing requires considerable manpower, and
alarge amount of time is consumed packing each product and
thus productivity is reduced.

SUMMARY

According to example embodiments, an automatic packing
apparatus configured to automatically pack products in ver-
tically stacked boxes including an upper surface and a lower
surface and wherein at least one side surface of each box is not
bonded, includes at least one box supply unit configured to
move the box stack upwards such that a product is inserted
into a packing box of the box stack, the packing box being the
uppermost box of the box stack; an inlet formation unit con-
figured to lift the upper surface of the packing box to form an
inlet on at least one unbonded side surface of the packing box;
aproduct supply unit configured to transfer the product to the
inlet; and a side surface bonding unit configured to bond the
at least one unbonded side surface of the packing box. The at
least one unbonded side surface includes the inlet and the
packing box includes the product inserted therein.

According to example embodiments, the at least one box
supply unit includes a bogie on which the box stack is placed,
and a lift to raise the bogie in stages.

According to example embodiments, the inlet formation
unit includes members configured to be detachably attached
to the upper surface of the packing box, and a drive device to
vertically move the members.
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According to example embodiments, the inlet formation
unit further includes a rotating device configured to rotate the
members.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing apparatus, further including an upper and lower box sepa-
ration unit inserted into a gap between the packing box and a
box located under the packing box when the upper surface of
the packing box is lifted up, the upper and lower box separa-
tion unit configured to separate the box located under the
packing box and prevent the box located under the packing
box from being transferred together with the packing box.

According to example embodiments, the product supply
unit further includes a conveyance unit configured to convey
the product to the inlet.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing apparatus further includes a box transfer unit configured
to insert the product into the packing box and to transfer the
packing box provided with the product therein.

According to example embodiments, the side surface
bonding unit includes a first folding unit configured to fold a
first side surface part connected with the upper surface of the
packing box, and a second folding unit configured to fold a
second side surface part connected with the lower surface of
the packing box, the at least one unbonded side surface
including the first side surface part and the second side sur-
face part.

According to example embodiments, the first folding unit
includes a first folding member pressing the first side surface
part to fold the first side surface part, and a drive device to
move the first folding member in the upward and downward
directions.

According to example embodiments, the side surface
bonding unit further includes a pressing unit configured to
move in the upward and downward directions to press the
upper surface of the packing box.

According to example embodiments, the side surface
bonding unit further includes adhesive spray units configured
to spray an adhesive to at least one of the first side surface part
and the second side surface part.

According to example embodiments, each of the adhesive
spray units includes a spray nozzle configured to spray the
adhesive, and a movement member connected with the spray
nozzle to move the spray nozzle in the leftward and rightward
directions.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing apparatus further includes a box stop unit configured to
move in the upward and downward directions to support the
rear surface of the packing box, the box stop unit configured
to set a stop position of the packing box.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing apparatus further includes box alignment units to respec-
tively align both side surfaces of the packing box facing each
other, the alignment units configured to align both the side
surfaces during bonding the at least one unbonded side sur-
face of the packing box.

According to example embodiments, an automatic packing
method includes preparing a vertical stack of boxes, each box
including upper and lower surfaces and at least one unbonded
side surface; moving the box stack upwards to insert a product
into a packing box, the packing box being the uppermost box
of'the box stack; forming an inlet, through which the product
is inserted into the packing box, on at least one unbonded side
surface of the packing box by lifting up the upper surface of
the packing box; transferring the product to the inlet; and
bonding the at least one unbonded side surface of the packing
box including the inlet.
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According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing method, further includes placing the box stack on a bogie
and moving the box stack in an upward direction by raising
the bogie using a lift.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing method, further includes forming the inlet by lifting up the
upper surface of the packing box using members detachably
attached to the upper surface of the packing box.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing method, further includes conveying the product into the
inlet by a conveyer belt.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing apparatus, further includes providing the at least one
unbonded side surface of the packing box including a first
side surface part connected with the upper surface of the
packing box and a second side surface part connected with the
lower surface of the packing box; spraying an adhesive on at
least one of the first side surface part and the second side
surface; and bonding the first side surface part and the second
side surface part using the adhesive by folding the first side
surface part downwards and folding the second side surface
parts upwards.

According to example embodiments, the automatic pack-
ing method, further includes transferring the packing box
including the product therein out of the box stack before the at
least one unbonded side surface of the packing box is bonded.

According to example embodiments, an automatic packing
apparatus configured to automatically pack products in ver-
tically stacked boxes including upper and lower surfaces and
wherein at least one side surface of each box is not bonded,
includes a frame forming a space in which a product is
packed; at least one box supply unit configured to supply the
box stack to the frame and configured to move the box stack
upwards so that the product is inserted into a packing box, the
packing box being the uppermost box of the box stack; an
inlet formation unit fixed to the frame, the inlet formation unit
configured to lift the upper surface of the packing box to form
an inlet through which the product is inserted into the packing
box, the inlet being on at least one unbonded side surface of
the packing box; a product supply unit configured to transfer
the product to the inlet; and a side surface bonding unit fixed
to the frame and configured to bond the at least one unbonded
side surface of the packing box. The at least one unbonded
side surface of the packing box includes the inlet and the
packing box includes the product inserted therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages will become
more apparent by describing in detail example embodiments
with reference to the attached drawings. The accompanying
drawings are intended to depict example embodiments and
should not be interpreted to limit the intended scope of the
claims. The accompanying drawings are not to be considered
as drawn to scale unless explicitly noted.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an automatic packing appa-
ratus in accordance with example embodiments;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the automatic packing apparatus in
accordance with example embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a box supply unit of the auto-
matic packing apparatus in accordance example embodi-
ments;

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating a product supply unit of the
automatic packing apparatus in accordance example embodi-
ments;
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FIG. 5 is a view illustrating an inlet formation unit of the
automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments;

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating a box transfer unit and a first
box stop unit of the automatic packing apparatus in accor-
dance with example embodiments;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a side surface bonding unit of
the automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments;

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating box alignment units, an upper
and lower box separation unit and a second box stop unit of
the automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments;

FIGS. 9 to 11 are views illustrating a process of inserting a
product into a packing box; and

FIGS. 12 to 15 are views illustrating a process of bonding
side surface parts of the packing box.

It should be noted that these figures are intended to illus-
trate the general characteristics of methods, structure and/or
materials utilized in certain example embodiments and to
supplement the written description provided below. These
drawings are not, however, to scale and may not precisely
reflect the precise structural or performance characteristics of
any given embodiment, and should not be interpreted as
defining or limiting the range of values or properties encom-
passed by example embodiments. For example, the relative
thicknesses and positioning of molecules, layers, regions and/
or structural elements may be reduced or exaggerated for
clarity. The use of similar or identical reference numbers in
the various drawings is intended to indicate the presence of a
similar or identical element or feature.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
example embodiments are shown. Example embodiments
may, however, be embodied in many different forms and
should not be construed as being limited to the embodiments
set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are provided so
that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, and will
fully convey the concept of example embodiments to those of
ordinary skill in the art. In the drawings, the thicknesses of
layers and regions are exaggerated for clarity. Like reference
numerals in the drawings denote like elements, and thus their
description will be omitted.

It will be understood that when an element is referred to as
being “connected” or “coupled” to another element, it can be
directly connected or coupled to the other element or inter-
vening elements may be present. In contrast, when an element
is referred to as being “directly connected” or “directly
coupled” to another element, there are no intervening ele-
ments present. Like numbers indicate like elements through-
out. As used herein the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed items.
Other words used to describe the relationship between ele-
ments or layers should be interpreted in a like fashion (e.g.,
“between” versus “directly between,” “adjacent” versus
“directly adjacent,” “on” versus “directly on”).

It will be understood that, although the terms “first”, “sec-
ond”, etc. may be used herein to describe various elements,
components, regions, layers and/or sections, these elements,
components, regions, layers and/or sections should not be
limited by these terms. These terms are only used to distin-
guish one element, component, region, layer or section from
another element, component, region, layer or section. Thus, a
first element, component, region, layer or section discussed
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below could be termed a second element, component, region,
layer or section without departing from the teachings of
example embodiments.

Spatially relative terms, such as “beneath,” “below,”
“lower,” “above,” “upper” and the like, may be used herein for
ease of description to describe one element or feature’s rela-
tionship to another element(s) or feature(s) as illustrated in
the figures. It will be understood that the spatially relative
terms are intended to encompass different orientations of the
device in use or operation in addition to the orientation
depicted in the figures. For example, if the device in the
figures is turned over, elements described as “below” or
“beneath” other elements or features would then be oriented
“above” the other elements or features. Thus, the exemplary
term “below” can encompass both an orientation of above and
below. The device may be otherwise oriented (rotated 90
degrees or at other orientations) and the spatially relative
descriptors used herein interpreted accordingly.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of example embodiments. As used herein, the singu-
lar forms “a,” “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.
It will be further understood that the terms “comprises”,
“comprising”, “includes” and/or “including,” if used herein,
specify the presence of stated features, integers, steps, opera-
tions, elements and/or components, but do not preclude the
presence or addition of one or more other features, integers,
steps, operations, elements, components and/or groups
thereof.

Example embodiments are described herein with reference
to cross-sectional illustrations that are schematic illustrations
of idealized embodiments (and intermediate structures) of
example embodiments. As such, variations from the shapes of
the illustrations as a result, for example, of manufacturing
techniques and/or tolerances, are to be expected. Thus,
example embodiments should not be construed as limited to
the particular shapes of regions illustrated herein but are to
include deviations in shapes that result, for example, from
manufacturing. For example, an implanted region illustrated
as a rectangle may have rounded or curved features and/or a
gradient of implant concentration at its edges rather than a
binary change from implanted to non-implanted region. Like-
wise, a buried region formed by implantation may result in
some implantation in the region between the buried region
and the surface through which the implantation takes place.
Thus, the regions illustrated in the figures are schematic in
nature and their shapes are not intended to illustrate the actual
shape of a region of a device and are not intended to limit the
scope of example embodiments.

Unless otherwise defined, all terms (including technical
and scientific terms) used herein have the same meaning as
commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to
which example embodiments belong. It will be further under-
stood that terms, such as those defined in commonly-used
dictionaries, should be interpreted as having a meaning that is
consistent with their meaning in the context of the relevant art
and will not be interpreted in an idealized or overly formal
sense unless expressly so defined herein.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an automatic packing appa-
ratus in accordance with example embodiments and FIG. 2 is
a side view of the automatic packing apparatus in accordance
with example embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 1, an automatic packing apparatus 1
includes a product insertion part 10 through which a product
is inserted into a box, a product supply part 20 to supply the
product to the product insertion part 10, and a side surface
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bonding part 30 to bond side surface parts of the box into
which the product is inserted. A direction in which the prod-
uct supply part 20 is located with respect to the product
insertion part 10 is defined as a forward direction.

The product insertion part 10 includes an insertion part
frame 11, box supply units 100 to supply boxes used to pack
products to the inside of the insertion part frame 11, and an
inlet formation unit 200 to form an inlet, through which a
product is inserted into a box, on the box. The product inser-
tion part 10 may further include a box transter unit 300 to
transfer the box provided with the product therein to the
outside and a first box stop unit 400 to stop backward move-
ment of the box so as to insert the product into the box.

The product supply part 20 includes a product supply unit
600 to supply the product to the product insertion part 10. The
product is placed on the product supply unit 600.

The side surface bonding part 30 bonds side surface parts
of'the box transferred from the product insertion part 10 under
the condition that a side surface of the box into which the
product is inserted is opened. The side surface bonding part
30 includes a bonding part frame 31, box alignment units 700
to align the box transferred from the product insertion part 10,
a second box stop unit 800 to set a stop position of the
transferred box and to stop transfer of the box, and a side
surface bonding unit 900 to bond the side surface parts of the
box. An upper and lower box separation unit 500 may be
mounted on the bonding part frame 31. Alternatively, the
upper and lower box separation unit 500 may be mounted on
the insertion part frame 11. The insertion part frame 11 and
the bonding part frame 31 may be formed integrally. Further,
the product supply part 20 may be disposed within the inser-
tion part frame 11.

The product is inserted into the box within the insertion
part frame 11. The product is supplied to the inside of the
insertion part frame 11 by the product supply unit 600 and is
inserted into the box supplied by the box supply unit 100.
Then, the box with the product therein is transferred out of the
insertion part frame 11 by the box transfer unit 300. The front
surface and the rear surface of the insertion part frame 11 are
opened so that the product may enter the insertion part frame
11 through the opened front surface thereof and exit the
insertion part frame 11 through the opened rear surface
thereof. The product supply part 20 is disposed in front of the
product insertion part 10 and the side surface bonding part 30
is disposed at the rear of the product insertion part 10.

The box supply unit 100 supplies boxes used to pack prod-
ucts and moves each box to a position at which a product is
inserted into the box. The box supply unit 100 is configured
such that the box supply unit 100 is movable to the outside of
the insertion part frame 11 when all of the boxes in the box
supply unit 100 have been used. Therefore, at least one sur-
face of the insertion part frame 11 may be opened such that the
box supply unit 100 enters and exits the insertion part frame
11 through the at least one opened surface thereof. The box
supply unit 100 moves to the inside of the insertion part frame
11 through one side surface of the insertion part frame 11 so
as to supply boxes, and the side surface of the insertion part
frame 11 is opened such that the box supply unit 100 enters
and exits the insertion part frame 11 through the opened side
surface thereof. In example embodiments, both left and right
side surfaces of the insertion frame 11 are opened such that at
least two box supply units 100 may be alternately used to
supply boxes.

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating the box supply unit of the
automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments.
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As shown in FIG. 3, the box supply unit 100 includes a
bogie 110 on which a box stack 40 is seated, and a lift 120 to
raise the bogie 110 in stages.

Each of the boxes constituting the box stack 40 is in a state
in which upper and lower surfaces of the box are piled and at
least one side surface of the box is not closed. The boxes are
stacked such that unbonded side surfaces of the boxes face the
product supply part 20 shown in FIG. 1, thereby forming the
box stack 40. The box located at the uppermost position of the
box stack 40 such that a product is inserted into the box is
defined as a packing box 50.

The box stack 40 is seated on the bogie 110. The bogie 110
includes a support plate 111 to support the box stack 40, a
plurality of alignment guides 112 to set a seated position of
the box stack 40, and a plurality of wheels 113 installed on the
lower surface of the support plate 111 such that the bogie 110
is movable. A handle (not shown) is detachably mounted on
the bogie 110. A vacuum prevention hole 114 is formed
through the support plate 111 at a position where the box
stack 40 is seated so as to allow the lowermost box of the box
stack 40 to be easily removed from the support plate 111.
Further, guide protrusions 115 to set connection positions
with the lift 120, which will be described below, are provided
on the lower surface of the support plate 111.

The 1ift 120 is connected to the bogie 110 on which the box
stack 40 is placed. The lift 120 includes lift arms 121 to
support the bogie 110, a drive device 122 to ascend or descend
the lift arms 121, a power transmission device 123 to connect
the lift arms 121 and the drive device 122, and guides 124 to
guide movement of the lift arms 121. Guide rollers 125 are
mounted at connection portions between the lift arms 121 and
the guides 124. The drive device 122 may be a hydraulic
cylinder. The power transmission device 123 may include a
chain and sprockets. The guide protrusions 115 of the support
plate 111 are provided corresponding to the connection posi-
tions with the lift arms 121.

The lift 120 ascends the bogie 110 in stages so as to move
the packing box 50 to a position where a product is inserted
into the packing box 50. The height by which the bogie 110 is
moved in each stage corresponds to the height of each of
boxes constituting the box stack 40. A speed adjustment
device (not shown) to adjust an ascending speed of the lift
arms 121 is mounted on the drive device 122. If the drive
device 122 is a hydraulic cylinder, the speed adjustment
device (not shown) may be a hydraulic adjustment valve
mounted on the hydraulic cylinder.

When the product is inserted into the packing box 50 and
then the packing box 50 provided with the product therein is
transferred to the side surface bonding part 30 shown in FIG.
1, the 1ift 120 again ascends by the designated height. There-
fore, the box located at the uppermost position of the box
stack 40 reaches the position where a product is inserted into
the box. Such a process is repeated until all of the boxes
constituting the box stack 40 have been used.

FIG. 4 is a view illustrating the product supply unit of the
automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 4, the product supply unit 600 includes a
conveyance unit 610 to move a product 60 to the product
insertion part 10 shown in FIG. 1, a separation unit 620 to
separate the product 60 from the conveyance unit 610, and a
product stop unit 630 provided around one end of the convey-
ance unit 610 to prevent the product 60 from falling. The
conveyance unit 610 may include a conveyer belt.

The conveyance unit 610 includes a first conveyance
device 610a and a second conveyance device 6105 separated
from each other by a designated interval. The separation unit
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620 is disposed between the first conveyance device 610a and
the second conveyance device 6105.

Buffer members 61 are mounted at edges of the product 60
s0 as to separate the product 60 from the inner surface of the
box and to protect the product 60 from external impact
applied to the box. The separation unit 620 supports the lower
surface of the product 60 so as to separate the product 60 from
the surface of the product supply unit 600, thereby forming a
space where the buffer members 61 are mounted at the edges
of the product 60.

The product stop unit 630 is movable in the upward and
downward directions. The product stop unit 630 is driven by
a motor. The product stop unit 630 maintains the upward
moved state until the product 60 is conveyed to the product
insertion part 10 shown in FIG. 1, thereby preventing the
product 60 from falling at the rear portion of the product
supply unit 20. When the conveyance unit 610 is driven to
convey the product 60 to the product insertion part 10 shown
in FIG. 1, the product stop unit 630 is moved downwards.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the inlet formation unit of the
automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 5, the inlet formation unit 200 is fixed to
the upper portion of the insertion part frame 11. The inlet
formation unit 200 includes members 210 which are detach-
ably attached to the upper surface of the packing box 50, a
drive device 220 to move the members 210 in the upward and
downward directions, and a rotating device 230 to rotate the
members 210 downwards.

The members 210 move downwards and are attached to the
upper surface of the packing box 50. The members 210 may
include vacuum pads 210a. The vacuum pads 210a are con-
nected to a vacuum generator (not shown).

The drive device 220 moves the members 210 downwards
s0 as to attach the members 210 to the upper surface of the
packing box 50. When the members 210 are attached to the
upper surface of the packing box 50, the drive device 220
moves the members 210 upwards. Since the lower surface of
the packing box 50 is supported by another box located there-
under or the support plate 111 shown in FIG. 3, an inlet 50a is
formed between the upper surface and the lower surface of the
packing box 50. The product is inserted into the packing box
50 through the inlet 50a. The drive device 220 may include a
hydraulic cylinder.

When the upper surface of the packing box 50 moves
upwards by means of the drive device 220 together with the
members 210, the lower surface of the packing box 50 has an
inclination with respect to the box located thereunder or the
support plate 111 shown in FIG. 3. Therefore, in order to
eliminate the inclination, the rotating device 230 rotates the
members 210 attached to the upper surface of the packing box
50 downwards. The rotating device 230 may include a hinge
and a hydraulic cylinder.

FIG. 6 is a view illustrating the box transfer unit and the
first box stop unit of the automatic packing apparatus in
accordance with example embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 6, the box transfer unit 300 is fixed to the
upper portion of the insertion part frame 11 and is movable in
the forward and backward directions of the insertion part
frame 11. The box transfer unit 300 includes transfer guides
310 extended in the forward and backward directions of the
insertion part frame 11 and fixed to the upper portion of the
insertion part frame 11, transfer members 320 moving along
the transfer guides 310, a drive device 340 to drive the transfer
members 320, and sensing devices 330 to sense stoppage of
the transferred product so as to stop operation of the drive
device 340.
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Both ends of the transfer guides 310 are fixed to the upper
portion of the insertion part frame 11. A plurality of transfer
guides 310 is provided to guide the transfer members 320
while stably supporting the transfer members 320.

The transfer members 320 are connected to the transfer
guides 310 so as to move along the transfer guides 310 and are
extended downwards. The transfer members 320 include a
first transfer member 320a connected to the transfer guides
310, and second transfer members 3205 connected to the first
transfer member 320a and pushing the side surfaces of the
product. The second transfer members 3205 are movable in
the upward and downward directions of the first transfer
member 320a.

The drive device 340 is connected to the transfer members
320 and moves the transfer members 320 along the transfer
guides 310. The drive device 340 may include a rodless cyl-
inder, both ends of which are fixed to the upper portion of the
insertion part frame 11.

The sensing devices 330 are mounted on the second trans-
fer members 3205. The sensing devices 330 sense stoppage of
the product when the product is stopped such that the product
is completely inserted into the packing box. Each of the
sensing devices 330 includes a contact part 331 contacting the
side surface of the product, a dog sensor 332 and an elastic
body 333 to support the contact part 331.

The first box stop unit 400 is fixed to the rear portion of the
insertion part frame 11. The first box stop unit 400 includes a
first stop plate 410 movable in the upward and downward
directions and a drive device 420 to move the first stop plate
410. The drive device 420 may include a hydraulic cylinder.

When the box transfer unit 300 pushes the side surfaces of
the product to insert the product into the packing box, the first
stop plate 410 moves upwards so as to support the rear surface
of the packing box. When the product is inserted into the
packing box and then movement of the product is stopped by
the first stop plate 410, the sensing devices 330 sense stop-
page of the product and then driving of the drive device 420 is
stopped. Then, the first stop plate 410 moves downwards
before the packing box is transferred to the side surface bond-
ing part 30 shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating the side surface bonding unit of
the automatic packing apparatus in accordance with example
embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 7, the side surface of the packing box 50
is formed by a first side surface part 53a connected to the
upper surface of the packing box 50 and a second side surface
part 535 connected to the lower surface of the packing box 50.
The side surface bonding unit 900 includes a first folding unit
910 fixed to the bonding part frame 31 so as to be located
above the packing box 50, a second folding unit 920 fixed to
the bonding part frame 31 so as to be located below the
packing box 50, a pressing unit 930 fixed to the bonding part
frame 31 so as to be located above the packing box 50 and
serving to press the upper surface of the packing box 50, and
adhesive spray units 940 to spray an adhesive to at least one of
the first side surface part 534 and the second side surface part
535.

The first folding unit 910 folds the first side surface part
53a downwards. The first folding unit 910 includes a first
folding member 911 pressing the first side surface part 53a to
fold the first side surface part 53a, and a drive device 912 fixed
to the bonding part frame 31 and connected with the first
folding member 911 to move the first folding member 911 in
the upward and downward directions. The drive device 912
may include a hydraulic cylinder.

The second folding unit 920 folds the second side surface
part 535 upwards. The second folding unit 920 includes a

25

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

second folding member 921 pressing the second side surface
part 535 to fold the second side surface part 535, and a drive
device 922 fixed to the bonding part frame 31 and connected
with the second folding member 921 to move the second
folding member 912 in the upward and downward directions.
The drive device 922 may include a hydraulic cylinder.

The second folding unit 920 further includes a transfer
device 923 to move the second folding member 921 in the
forward and backward directions. The second folding unit
920 pushes the second side surface part 535 backwards to
bond the second side surface part 534 to the first side surface
part 53a, and transfers the packing box 50 to the rear portion
of' the side surface bonding part 30 shown in FIG. 1.

The pressing unit 930 includes a pressing member 931
pressing the upper surface of the packing box 50, and driving
devices 932 fixed to the bonding part frame 31 and connected
with the pressing member 931 to move the pressing member
931 in the upward and downward directions. Two driving
devices 932 are provided and located at the left and right sides
of the pressing member 931.

Each of the adhesive spray units 940 includes a guide
member 941 extended in the leftward and rightward direc-
tions on the bonding part frame 31, a movement member 942
movably connected with the guide member 941, and a spray
member 943 connected with the movement member 942 to
spray an adhesive. The spray member 943 is connected with
the movement member 942 so as to be movable in the upward
and downward directions of the movement member 942. The
guide member 941 includes a rodless cylinder to move the
movement member 942. Here, for instance, two adhesive
spray units 940 are provided and fixed to the left and right
sides of the bonding part frame 31.

The spray member 943 includes a spray nozzle to spray the
adhesive downwards, and a hose (not shown) to supply the
adhesive is connected to the spray member 943. The adhesive
is made of a hot melt material.

A reflection type optical sensor (not shown) may be
mounted on the spray member 943. When the spray member
943 is moved together with the movement member 942, the
reflection type optical sensor (not shown) senses whether or
not the packing box 50 is present under the spray member
943. When a designated time from sensing of the packing box
50 elapses, the spray member 943 starts spraying the adhe-
sive. A position sensor (not shown) is mounted at the end of
the guide member 941, and when the position sensor (not
shown) senses the movement member 942, spraying of the
adhesive is stopped.

FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the box alignment units, the
upper and lower box separation unit and the second box stop
unit of the automatic packing apparatus in accordance with
example embodiments.

As shown in FIG. 8, each of the box alignment units 700
includes a first alignment member 710, and a second align-
ment member 720 movably connected to the first alignment
member 710.

The first alignment members 710 of the box alignment
units 700 disposed at the left and right sides of the bonding
part frame 31 guide a left wing 54a and a right wing 545 of the
packing box 50 transferred to the bonding part frame 31. The
first alignment members 710 of the box alignment units 700
are movable in the leftward and rightward directions such that
positions of the first alignment members 710 may be changed
according to the width of the packing box 50. An alignment
hole 711 through which the second alignment member 720
passes is formed through the first alignment member 710.

The second alignment members 720 of the box alignment
units 700 pass through the alignment holes 711, thereby
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aligning the left and right sides of the product inserted into the
packing box 50. For this purpose, the second alignment mem-
bers 720 of the box alignment units 700 are movable in the
leftward and rightward directions so as to contact the product
inserted into the packing box 50.

The upper and lower box separation unit 500 includes a
support member 510 connected to the bonding part frame 31,
and a separation plate 520 connected with the support mem-
ber 510 so as to be movable in the forward and backward
directions. The support member 510 is movable in the upward
and downward directions so as to adjust the position of the
separation plate 520 in the upward and downward directions.

With reference to FIGS. 5 and 8, when the inlet formation
unit 200 lifts up the packing box 50, the box located under the
packing box 50 may be adhered to the lower surface of the
packing box 50. In order to prevent this, before the inlet
formation unit 200 lifts up the packing box 50, the separation
plate 520 is moved forwards and is inserted into a gap
between the packing box 50 and the box located under the
packing box 50. Thereby, movement of the box located under
the packing box 50 is restricted by the separation plate 520,
and thus the box located under the packing box 50 is separated
from the packing box 50.

The second box stop unit 800 includes a second stop plate
810 movable in the upward and downward directions and a
drive device 820 to move the second stop plate 810. The drive
device 820 may include a hydraulic cylinder.

The second box stop unit 800 sets a stop position of the
packing box 50. When the packing box 50 is transferred to the
bonding part frame 31, the second stop plate 810 is moved
upwards and stops movement of the packing box 50. When
movement of the packing box 50 is stopped by the second box
stop unit 800, the sensing devices 330 shown in FIG. 6 sense
the packing box 50 and operation of the box transfer unit 300
shown in FIG. 6 is stopped.

FIGS. 9 to 11 are views illustrating a process of inserting
the product into the packing box.

As shown in FIG. 9, the lift 120 ascends the bogie 110 on
which the box stack 40 is placed by a designated height so that
the packing box 50 is moved to a position where the product
60 is inserted into the packing box 50. Thereafter, the upper
and lower box separation unit 500 is inserted into a gap
between the packing box 50 and a box located immediately
under the packing box 50. The inlet formation unit 200 lifts up
the packing box 50. The product stop unit 630 is in a state in
which it is moved upwards so as to prevent the product 60
from falling.

As shown in FIG. 10, the inlet formation unit 200 causes
the upper surface of the packing box 50 to be inclined such
that the lower surface of the packing box 50 is parallel with
the box located immediately under the packing box 50. The
product stop unit 630 is moved downwards and the product
supply unit 600 supplies the product 60 into the packing box
50. Here, the upper and lower box separation unit 500 is in a
state in which it is moved backwards.

As shown in FIG. 11, the first box stop unit 400 is moved
upwards and supports the rear surface of the packing box 50.
The box transfer unit 300 pushes the product 60 so as to be
inserted into the packing box 50. Here, the inlet formation
unit 200 is in a state in which it is moved upwards. Thereby,
the process of inserting the product into the packing box is
completed.

FIGS. 12 to 15 are views illustrating a process of bonding
the side surface parts of the packing box.

As shown in FIG. 12, the box transfer unit 300 transfers the
packing box 50 provided with the product 60 therein. The first
folding unit 910, the adhesive spray units 940 and the pressing

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

12

unit 930 are located above the packing box 50, and the second
folding unit 920 is located below the packing box 50. There-
after, the second box stop unit 800 is moved upwards. The
packing box 50 is transferred that the left and right sides of the
packing box 50 are aligned by the box alignment units 700.

As shown in FIG. 13, when the packing box 50 is stopped
by the second box stop unit 800, transfer of the packing box
50 is stopped. Then, the pressing unit 930 presses the upper
surface of the packing box 50 and the first folding unit 910
folds the first side surface part 53a of the packing box 50. The
adhesive spray units 940 are moved downwards and spray an
adhesive to the second side surface part 535 of the packing
box 50.

As shown in FIG. 14, the adhesive spray units 940 and the
first folding unit 910 are moved upwards. However, the press-
ing unit 930 maintains pressing of the upper surface of the
packing box 50. Thereafter, the second folding unit 920 is
moved upwards and folds the second side surface part 535.
The second folding unit 920 is moved backwards and pushes
the second side surface part 535 onto the first side surface part
53a, thereby forming the side surface of the packing box 50
through bonding of the first and second side surface parts 53a
and 535.

As shown in FIG. 15, the second box stop unit 800 is moved
downwards, and the second folding unit 920 pushes the pack-
ing box 50 backwards. Thereby, the process of forming the
side surface of the packing box 50 through bonding ofthe first
and second side surface parts 53a and 536 is completed.

Wing folding devices (not shown) may be provided at the
rear of the automatic packing apparatus 1. The wing folding
devices (not shown) respectively bond the left and right wings
of the packing box 50, the side surface of which has been
formed, thereby completing packing of the product in the
packing box 50.

As is apparent from the above description, an automatic
packing apparatus and an automatic packing method using
the same in accordance example embodiments automate a
series of processes of packing a product in a flat packing box.
Therefore, manpower required for packing of the product is
reduced and thus labor expenses are reduced, and time taken
to pack the product is shortened and thus productivity is
improved.

While example embodiments have been particularly
shown and described, it will be understood by one of ordinary
skill in the art that variations in form and detail may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An automatic packing apparatus configured to automati-
cally pack products in vertically stacked boxes including an
upper surface and a lower surface and wherein at least one
side surface of each box is not bonded, the apparatus com-
prising:

at least one box supply unit configured to move the box

stack vertically upwards to an upper position such thata
product is inserted into a packing box of the box stack,
the packing box being the uppermost box of the box
stack;

an inlet formation unit configured to lift the upper surface

of the packing box at the upper position to form an inlet
on at least one unbonded side surface of the packing box;

a product supply unit configured to transfer the product to

the inlet at the upper position; and

a side surface bonding unit configured to bond the at least

one unbonded side surface of the packing box, the at
least one unbonded side surface including the inlet and
the packing box including the product inserted therein.
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2. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the at least one box supply unit includes a bogie on
which the box stack is placed, and a lift to raise the bogie in
stages.

3. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the inlet formation unit includes members config-
ured to be detachably attached to the upper surface of the
packing box, and a drive device to vertically move the mem-
bers.

4. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the inlet formation unit further includes a rotating
device configured to rotate the members.

5. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising:

an upper and lower box separation unit inserted into a gap

between the packing box and a box located under the
packing box when the upper surface of the packing box
is lifted up, the upper and lower box separation unit
configured to separate the box located under the packing
box and prevent the box located under the packing box
from being transferred together with the packing box.

6. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the product supply unit further includes a convey-
ance unit configured to convey the product to the inlet.

7. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a box transfer unit configured to insert the
product into the packing box and to transfer the packing box
provided with the product therein.

8. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the side surface bonding unit includes a first folding
unit configured to fold a first side surface part connected with
the upper surface of the packing box, and a second folding
unit configured to fold a second side surface part connected
with the lower surface of the packing box, the at least one
unbonded side surface including the first side surface part and
the second side surface part.

9. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein the first folding unit includes a first folding member
pressing the first side surface part to fold the first side surface
part, and a drive device to move the first folding member in the
upward and downward directions.

10. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein the side surface bonding unit further includes a press-
ing unit configured to move in the upward and downward
directions to press the upper surface of the packing box.

11. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 8,
wherein the side surface bonding unit further includes adhe-
sive spray units configured to spray an adhesive to at least one
of the first side surface part and the second side surface part.

12. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim
11, wherein each of the adhesive spray units includes a spray
nozzle configured to spray the adhesive, and a movement
member connected with the spray nozzle to move the spray
nozzle in the leftward and rightward directions.

13. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising a box stop unit configured to move in the
upward and downward directions to support the rear surface
of the packing box, the box stop unit configured to set a stop
position of the packing box.

14. The automatic packing apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising box alignment units to respectively align
both side surfaces, of the packing box facing each other, the
alignment units configured to align both the side surfaces
during bonding the at least one unbonded side surface of the
packing box.
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15. An automatic packing method comprising:

preparing a vertical stack of boxes, each box including
upper and lower surfaces and at least one unbonded side
surface;

moving the box stack vertically upwards to an upper posi-

tion to insert a product into a packing box, the packing
box being the uppermost box of the box stack;

forming an inlet at the upper position, through which the

product is inserted into the packing box, on at least one
unbonded side surface of the packing box by lifting up
the upper surface of the packing box;

transferring the product to the inlet at the upper position;

and

bonding the at least one unbonded side surface of the

packing box including the inlet.

16. The automatic packing method according to claim 15,
further comprising:

placing the box stack on a bogie and moving the box stack

in an upward direction by raising the bogie using a lift.

17. The automatic packing method according to claim 15,
further comprising:

forming the inlet by lifting up the upper surface of the

packing box using members detachably attached to the
upper surface of the packing box.

18. The automatic packing method according to claim 15,
further comprising:

conveying the product into the inlet by a conveyer belt.

19. The automatic packing apparatus method according to
claim 15, further comprising:

providing the at least one unbonded side surface of the

packing box including a first side surface part connected
with the upper surface of the packing box and a second
side surface part connected with the lower surface of the
packing box;

spraying an adhesive on at least one of the first side surface

part and the second side surface; and

bonding the first side surface part and the second side

surface part using the adhesive by folding the first side
surface part downwards and folding the second side
surface parts upwards.

20. The automatic packing method according to claim 15,
further comprising:

transferring the packing box including the product therein

out of the box stack before the at least one unbonded side
surface of the packing box is bonded.

21. An automatic packing apparatus configured to auto-
matically pack products in vertically stacked boxes including
upper and lower surfaces and wherein at least one side surface
of each box is not bonded, the apparatus comprising:

a frame forming a space in which a product is packed;

at least one box supply unit configured to supply the box

stack to the frame and configured to move the box stack
vertically upwards to an upper position so that the prod-
uct is inserted into a packing box, the packing box being
the uppermost box of the box stack;

an inlet formation unit fixed to the frame, the inlet forma-

tion unit configured to lift the upper surface of the pack-
ing box to form an inlet at the upper position through
which the product is inserted into the packing box, the
inlet being on at least one unbonded side surface of the
packing box;

a product supply unit configured to transfer the product to

the inlet at the upper position; and

a side surface bonding unit fixed to the frame and config-

ured to bond the at least one unbonded side surface of the
packing box, the at least one unbonded side surface of
the packing box including the inlet and the packing box
including the product inserted therein.
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